








September 8, 2010

Dear Parents,


We are providing you with a copy of our homework and behavior policies because we feel it is valuable that all of us work together as a team to ensure the success of your child.  Please read and discuss the following sheets with your child and return the bottom portion.  If you have any questions, please indicate them below.


Thank you,


Deborah Nordlie (nordliedeb@gmail.com)



Language Arts


Lourdes Bolaños (lbolanos.sacredheartcoronado.com)



Religion/Social Studies

Marlene Twomey (doyourhomework@luckymail.com)
(Please cut and return)

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

____ Yes, we have read and discussed the homework and behavior policies.

(Parent signature)





(Student signature)

Please indicate any questions or comments about the homework and behavior policies:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Make a Sundial
Category: Astronomy Ages: Elementary, Middle school

	Materials Needed:  Materials Cardboard Compass Scissors Ruler Pencil or Pen Tape Map  Sundial Chart




To start making a sundial have the children cut a circle that is exactly eight inches in diameter from their piece of cardboard. Have them use a ruler to find the center point of the circle. Then, have the children mark the center point of the circle with a pencil or pen.

Once the circle is cut out and the center is marked they need to take their pencil or pen and stick it straight through the center. This should be standing straight up. It will be used to cast the shadow of the sun on the circle so they can determine the time. On a real sundial this is called a gnomon.

Line up your sundial chart with your sundial. Figure out your latitude using a map or the Internet. Fold your chart on to your sundial based on your latitude. The chart you use should have instructions that guide you in folding it. You can also find this online. Use the lines of the chart as a guide for marking the hours on your sundial.

Once you have your sundial all set-up take it outside. Have your children find North using the compass. When the children have found North have them point the gnomon of the sundial in that direction. The sun will cast a shadow on the sundial. The shadow is cast based on time so you can have the children determine the time by looking at where the shadow is cast.
